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philosophy of the Middle Ages, which pro-
duced the system known as Scholasticism. Its
chief characteristic was its application of
Aristotle's logic to the basic doctrines of the
Church. Abelard, Anselm, Duns Scotus and
Saint Thomas Aquinas were the most noted
advocates and teachers of the system.
The Modern Period. The philosophy of
the middle period imperceptibly blends with
the new philosophy of Bacon and Descartes,
who are considered the founders. Bacon,
following the plan of Aristotle, reasoned
from known facts to general truths and
principles. He was the founder of inductive
philosophy, which since its acceptance has
been in general use in scientific research.
Descartes, on the other hand, reasoned from
the general truths formulated in the mind to
individual truths and facts. He was the
originator of the famous expression, "I think,
therefore I am." Descartes founded the de-
ductive system and his method of teaching
is in general use in higher mathematics and in
some other high school and college subjects.
These systems are direct opposites. Bacon
believed in reasoning from the known to the
unknown; Descartes in reasoning from the
unknown to the known. Both have their
points of advantage and their limitations.
The inductive method may be considered the
method of discovering truth; the deductive,
that of applying knowledge. Their happy
combination lies at the foundation of the
great educational systems of the present day.
Later thinkers have done but little, except
to elaborate or modify the systems of their
predecessors. The utilitarian school headed
by John Stuart Mill and the Transcendental
school, founded in the United States by Emer-
son and his followers, are among the most
widely-known philosophic systems of recent
times. Among the most distinguished philoso-
phers of recent years are Herbert Spencer,
Charles Darwin, John Stuart Mill, Locke and
Hume in England; Cousin, Voltaire and
Bergson in Prance; Hegel, Kant, Herbart,
Lotze, Nietzsche and Schopenhauer in Ger-
many, and William James in the United
States.
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PHLOX, flox, a group of dainty flowering
plants, natives of North America. The name,
derived from a Greek word meaning to burn,
is apropos of the flaming purple and crim-
son blossoms of some wild species which
sprinkle the meadows in spring and early
summer. Phlox are among the most satis-
factory of all garden plants. They are
hardy, they bloom in profuse clusters and
are remarkable for purity and transparency
of color. Drummond's phlox, a native of
Texas, is the parent of most cultivated
varieties of small phlox. The blossoms de-
rived from this source display a wonderful
range of color, white, pink, magenta, lilac,
purple and red. Florists have succeeded in
producing several varieties of giant phlox
which grow to a height gf six or seven feet.
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PHOEBE
green bird of the tyrant flycatcher family,
very common in America and named from its
PHOEBE, fJbe, or PEWEE, a little olive-

